See py Mikes oO. en. 


of the 


CHOn RP AOR AT) lROimN OF EH eB CHEE. OF Hee AG Maton eal oO mun, 
to the 
CoAT NAD SE UAT N Bey OO Wee BAU aC Ly Tee Amn G eUoMs 


November 21, 1980 


CITY COUNCIL 
HAMILTON CANADA 


November 21, 1980 


Mr. Ross Smith, 

President, 

The Canadian Football League, 
Suite 1800, 

11 King Street West, 

TORONTO, Ontario. 

M5H 1A3 


Dear Mr. Smith:- 


I wish to thank you and the members of the Executive of The 
Canadian Football League for this opportunity of meeting with you 
in respect to the application which has been made by the City of 
Hamilton to hold the 1984 Grey Cup Football Game in Hamilton, subject 
to the new stadium facilities being developed so as to provide the 
seating capacity as required by the League. 


This annual classic is not new to Hamilton. It was played here 
several times; the earliest in 1910, when the competition was con- 
fined to Eastern teams, and as recently as 1972, when the Hamilton 
Tiger Cats won the Grey Cup. 


I am sure you will agree that the associated events which took 
place in Hamilton during the Grey Cup Festival Week in 1972 were an 
unqualified success, and we would welcome the opportunity of repeat- 
ing this success story. 


The Canadian Football Hall of Fame, where the players and 
builders of Canadian football have been enshrined, is located in 
Hamilton. This national shrine, which is operated jointly by the 
City of Hamilton and The Canadian Football League, has been the site 
in recent years of the annual induction ceremonies. These induction 
ceremonies, with the associated events, including the dinner, have 
become a highlight in the Canadian football scene. 


Recently, the Hamilton City Council, by unanimous vote, opted 
in favour of a new 42,500-seat stadium as an alternative to adding 
additional seating capacity at the present Ivor Wynne Stadium. Dis- 
cussions have already taken place with representatives of the 
Government of Canada and the Province of Ontario respecting cost- 
sharing of this stadium and we are anticipating a favourable response 
shortly. 
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However, the current Ivor Wynne Stadium has a seating capacity 
of 33,000, which could be increased for a Grey Cup by the addition 
of several thousand seats in one end zone area. 


The press box accommodation in the existing Ivor Wynne Stadium 
is composed of a three-storey heated main structure capable of 
accommodating up to ninety (90) persons, with complete television, 
radio and press areas on separate floors. 


The Stadium has all of the technical and functional facilities 
required to permit excellent coverage of the game. 


Accommodation 


At the present time, there is accommodation for approximately 
2,000 guests in the downtown area. These rooms are located in four 
(4) facilities and offer approximately 35 hospitality suites. An 
additional 1,000 rooms are available in good quality hotels (Holiday 
Inn) and motels within fifteen miles of the proposed site. 


At the present time, two (2) major hoteliers are negotiating 
with officials to provide an additional 600 suites in the downtown 
area of "four-star" status. 


Western International was awarded the rights to build a 300- 
plus-room hotel immediately adjacent and connected to the new 
Hamilton Place Convention Centre, and another major hotel chain is 
currently negotiating for a block in the downtown area on which they 
are planning to building a 250- to 300-room hotel. This would provide 
for accommodation for up to an additional 1,400 guests in high-quality 
accommodation in the downtown area. 


Facilities 


The new Hamilton Place Convention Centre, which opens in the 
Spring of 1981, has facilities to handle all functions relating to 
the holding of the Grey Cup. 


It has two (2) main exhibition halls of approximately 20,000 
square feet each, and a mezzanine area with meeting rooms accommoda- 
ting from 50 to 200 individuals. 
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On the second floor, complete kitchen facilities will accom- 
modate the feeding of up to 2,200 individuais, and an additional 
2,200 could be accommodated on the ground floor, both rooms being 
linked by closed-circuit television. 


It is interesting to note that the Convention Centre is located 
directly across the street on the north side from the Canadian Foot- 
ball Hall of Fame, and directly across the street on the south side 
from the hotel proposed by Western International, and within a quarter 
of a mile of the hotel proposed by the other chain. 


The Hamilton Place Convention Centre is contiguous and linked to 
Hamilton Place, Canada's finest hall for the performing arts. The 
Great Hall seats 2,300 and the studio theatre seats an additional 
400, providing additional space for Grey Cup-related activities such 
as the Miss Grey Cup Contest or a casino night. 


In other words, Hamilton will have, by 1984, the finest facili- 
ties available anywhere in Canada for the holding of the Grey Cup, 
Canada's most important annual sporting event. 


In addition to the above-noted facilities, and Hamilton Place 
and the new Convention Centre, I might also note that the Hamilton 
Art Gallery, offering additional meeting space, is also contiguous 
to the Hamilton Place complex, and that the two major existing hotels, 
the Holiday Inn and the Royal Connaught, have a variety of meeting 
rooms accommodating up to 900 people for a meeting or 700 people for 
meals. They are located only five minutes, by foot, from the 
Convention Centre. In other words, there is an abundant supply of 
meeting rooms and banquet facilities to provide for groups ranging 
in size from 10 through to 5,000. 


Weather 


Meteorological charts indicate that Hamilton has a slightly 
higher average temperature and slightly lower precipitation than 
Toronto during the two-week period preceding and following the pro- 
posed Grey Cup date. For all practical purposes, Hamilton should be 
considered equivalent to Toronto in terms of temperature, but with 
less probability of precipitation. 


0 ct 
4hovt) besols hm 


t atsabredal a 


sthmel 8: 
mo. sont <a 
f ejeas wae 2897s 


rbhe gokhkvoug {008 
yor onl aid Be 


. 


+ | 


obs vedae oT 
2 
~ , 
i - « bas 
e : gr 
i 2s yal 
iV t 4 
\ ‘ 
- } P 
i ¢ yo 
« 
4 
= : \ y 
7 , i — ‘ ‘ _: id 
fide hI acd coaitoell iodt eabpbha) orvaert> fas yo (ovOR sa 
i * Sa y 
ba i e* - > « « ~~ one © ee wr 5 
nei? molyarigiowty wwolr Ys inile bee sivIsTeqee? syeteve | 
— P oii 
ome : iy bwolle? bon subbsowr1g Solteg rev~-owd of3 g7 aun Use 


b 


“ by Cirerte Utensil wogiry Isofsocwy tia god -sseo ‘Gq . my 
ee : ' : of 

7 re eT ; a GE 26 al ciwoeveT o2 ane Lev tupe 

, ? : i — sa ise Sql secrq lo vw li de 


: 7 - ) 
: : i e lies i a 
7 a » 7 


“] a : = i rife = 


Mr. Ross Smith November 21, 1980 Page 4 


Transportation 


Toronto International Airport is located approximately forty 
(40) miles from Ivor Wynne Stadium, with a travel time of approxi- 
mately fifty minutes from City. Centre to Airport, and from City 
Centre to City Centre (Hamilton/Toronto). 


The Federal Government recently announced a major expansion to 
Hamilton Civic Airport, and by 1984, new facilities, including a 
terminal building and extended runways, will provide for at least 
two (2) major airlines to provide service from Hamilton Civic Airport, 
those being Nordair, which currently services Montreal, Ottawa, 
Windsor and Pittsburgh, and Air Canada, which is committed to service 
linking other major Canadian cities to Hamilton. (To date, Air Canada 
has not confirmed which routes will be serviced from Hamilton Civic 
Airport, although it is envisaged that any current wide-body jet will 
be able to use the Airport.) The Federal Government is currently in 
the process of acquiring the lands required for the expansion. The 
new Airport will have the most modern automated aircraft landing 
system in Canada. 


The Hamilton Street Railway operates Canada Coach Lines, which 
will be in a position to provide packages relating to the Grey Cup, 
and we believe that a "GO" service between Toronto and Hamilton 
similar to that being operated between Hamilton and Toronto for the 
1980 Grey Cup would provide for the rapid movement of thousands of 
people between Toronto, Mississauga, Oakville and Burlington to train 
stations located close to Ivor Wynne Stadium. 


I might also note that Gray Coach Lines provides a regular 
service between Toronto and Hamilton, as well as competing with 
Canada Coach Lines, which provides an exceedingly good service to 
communities within a fifty-mile radius, including Hamilton-Wentworth, 
St. Catharines, Niagara Falls, Brantford, Simcoe, Cambridge, London, 
et cetera. 


Grey Cup Parade 


You may recall that the 1972 Grey Cup has been called, by many 
officials, one of the best Grey Cups on record. Hamiltonians' support 
of Canadian football in general, and of the Grey Cup festivities in 
particular, is legendary in Canada. Local service clubs and the 
Chamber of Commerce would work together to make the 1984 Grey Cup 
festivities in Hamilton memorable. 
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Market Area/Attendance 


As a result of the September, 1980 survey undertaken by Goldfarb 
Consultants, an analysis was taken of public support for the Canadian 
Football League in both primary and secondary market areas. Of a 
total population of approximately 530,000 in Hamilton's Census Metro- 
politan Area, nearly 160,000 are estimated to have attended a CFL 
game in Hamilton in the past year. 


Of a total of 718,000 in the secondary market area, approximately 
60,000 attended a CFL game in Hamilton. 


This study indicates that the National Canadian classic (the 
Grey Cup) would be a sell-out, not to mention the fantastic participa- 
tion of local citizens in such activities as the Schenley Dinner, 
Grey Cup Parade, Miss Grey Cup Contest and other contests and events 
unique to Hamilton. One has only to remember the famous Beer Hall of 
1972, the greatest circus under one canvas in Canada. 


Other Attractions 


Hamilton and the surrounding Region of Hamilton-Wentworth have a 
large variety of other attractions and activities which would comple- 
ment activities planned for Grey Cup Week, whether it be riding to the 
hounds at the Hamilton Hunt Club, under Master of the Hunt, Bernie 
Faloney, attending the African Lion Safari at Rockton, a show at 
Hamilton Place, or visiting the Canadian Football Hall of Fame to 
reminisce about past Grey Cups. Hamilton offers something of interest 
for everyone, and I might mention for the historical buff, Dundurn 
Castle, the Whitehern Mansion, Wentworth Pioneer Village and the 
Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum, for unique experiences for all 
members of the family during a memorable Grey Cup Week in Hamilton- 
Wentworth, Ontario, Canada in 1984. 


In closing, Hamilton wants the Grey Cup in 1984. The Civic 
officials and citizens of Hamilton will welcome the Grey Cup and make 


it a memorable festive occasion in 1984. 


Yours very truly, 


WP/cg Mayor-elect William Powell. 
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